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REVIEWS 


Book of Knowledge; The Children’s 
Encyclopedia That Leads to Love 
of Learning; editor-in-chief, E. V. 
McLoughlin; educational consultant, 
Leonard Power, with an introduction 
by Alexander J. Stoddard. 20v. 24.5 
em. New York, The Grolier Society, 
1946 & 1947. Standard ed., $99.50, 
de luxe, $119.50; 10v., standard, 
$79.50, de luxe, $89.50. : 
The editors of the Book of Knowl- 

edge have designed this set “to educate 

while entertaining” and to lead the 
elementary school child to an interest 
beyond the immediate reference infor- 
mation required. The set was original- 
ly based on an English work published 


in sections, and a topical arrangement 
has been followed since The Grolier 
Society first took over its publication 
in 1911. Previous printings have been 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, January 1932, July 1935 and 
January 1941. 

Ellen V. McLoughlin has been editor- 
in-chief since 1942. The long list of 
contributors given in volume 1 includes 
many well-known educators, scientists 
and artists. Articles which they have 
prepared and fields in which they have 
contributed are noted following their 
names and positions. 

The departments into which the work 
is divided are: The Earth, Science, 
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Wonder Questions (eg., “Who are 
Lloyd’s of London?” “What makes a 
dimple?”), Animal Life, Plant Life, 
Our Own Life, Familiar Things, All 
Countries, The United States, The 
Dominion of Canada, Fine Arts, Litera- 
ture, Famous Books, Stories, French 
(beginning lessons in written French), 
Poetry, Golden Deeds (accounts of 
heroes both modern and historical), 
Men and Women (lives of important 
persons), Things to Make and Things 
to Do. With one or two exceptions. all 
of these departments appear in each 
volume. The space devoted to each de- 
partment in each volume varies from 
three or four to twenty or more pages. 
Sometimes a single department or a 
subject within a department will appear 
several times in the same volume. At 
the end of each section on a given sub- 
ject the page on which that subject 
again appears is indicated. The leading 
articles in various fields are signed. 


The set offers many detailed articles 
on some subjects, particularly the fine 
arts, literature, history and science. The 
Fine Arts department includes chiefly 
material on painting, sculpture and 
music. The index shows ten main 
articles on music and four on sculpture, 
as compared with twenty-six on paint- 
ing exclusive of painting of specific 
nationalities, although there are many 
additional index references under these 
and related headings. 


Under literature are found a number 
of long, general articles on English, 
American and world literature, and 
on various authors and their work. 
Many of them are outside the interest 
range of children for whom the set is 
intended. The adaptations and outlines 
of famous books have little to recom- 
mend them and are sometimes mis- 


leadingly printed under the original | 


author’s name when they are actually 
rewritten, e.g., “Rip Van Winkle” in 
volume 12. 

The poetry sections and the story 
material are widely inclusive, the lat- 
ter ranging from “The Three Little 
Pigs” to de Maupassant’s “The Diamond 
Necklace.” Many of the versions and 
translations of fairy and folk tales pre- 
pared by the editors especially for the 
Book of Knowledge are lacking in vi- 
tality and color, compared with stand- 
ard versions, e.g., “Hansel and Grethel” 
in volume 6. Another Grimm fairy 
tale, “Brother and Sister,” has been 
incorporated into this version of “Han- 
sel and Grethel” with no acknowledg- 
ment or indication of transition from 
one story to another. 


In the 1946 printing of the Book of 
Knowledge special attention has been 
given to science and technology in a 
new department called Science. It con- 
sists of fifty chapters surveying the 
latest developments in the field and 
covering physics and chemistry in par- 
ticular detail. Several of these articles, 
such as What Are Things Made Of, 
1:145, and Looking Inside the Atom, 
1: 284, first appeared in the 1946 Annual 
as monographs. 

Many of the science articles are 
signed and all appear to be reliable and 
authoritative. Some seem over-detailed, 
however, and perhaps better adapted 
to older students than to elementary 
school children, e.g., The Sun and Its 
Power, 9:3171, The Earth and the Moon, 
10:3535, Radio Active Elements, 16: 
5797. 

Familiar Things is one of the better 
departments, with excellent illustrated 
material on bridges, housing, the de- 
partment store, concrete, and other 
things which are part of the modern 
child’s environment. Not all of these 
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articles have been brought up to date, 
however. For example, in Ships That 
Sail the Sky, 1:351, this statement is 
made: “By the end of the war [World 
War II] the airplane will be highly per- 
fected.” A chronology of aviation high- 
lights in volume 1 cites important dates 
only to 1939. 


The style of writing in some de- 
partments seems somewhat dull and 
tends to weaken the appeal of the sub- 
ject matter, as in “The Story of Brave 
William Tell” in Golden Deeds, 3: 887. 


Fortunately the editors are aware 
of the importance of an index in a work 
of this sort and have provided a de- 
tailed index which brings together ref- 
erences to material scattered through- 
out many volumes. Entries are by 
subject, title and name of author. 
Subject entries indicate the various 
references to a topic throughout the 
set. Longer articles are starred. Sub- 
jects are defined briefiy and some small 
topics are mentioned and defined in the 
index only and not in the body of the 
work, e.g., contempt of court, Gresh- 
am’s law. A chronology of World War 
II takes up nearly six pages, interrupt- 
ing the index at W in a confusing 
way. A blind reference was noted un- 
der Mussolini, probably due to a typo- 
graphical error. 


In addition to the general index, 
there are also special indexes for poetry 
and fine arts. The poetry index is in 
two sections; first a listing of author, 
title and first lines, and second a sub- 
ject list. While some of the subject 
entries are given also in the general 
index, titles and first lines of poems 
are cited only in the poetry index. The 
fine arts index is an index of illustra- 
tions and is in four parts: paintings 
giving artist and title, paintings classi- 
fied by subject, sculpture and architec- 


ture. The sculpture list includes sub- 
ject, title and artist and the architec- 
ture index is arranged by period and 
type. Here again there is some duplica- 
tion, as many pictures are noted in the 
general index as well. 

Supplementary material in the index 
volume includes the texts of the Dec- 
laration of Independence and the U. S. 
Constitution and a School-Subject 
Guide. This is an analysis of the con- 
tents of the Book of Knowledge ac- 
cording to nine general headings. It 
is prepared by the Children’s Institute, 
the research and information depart- 
ment of The Grolier Society, under 
whose imprint the Book of Knowledge 
Annual was first published. 

In this edition some new illustra- 
tions by prominent artists such as 
James Daugherty, Wanda Gag and 
Lynd Ward have been added. Roto- 
gravure illustrations in brown or blue 
are used for many of the fine arts re- 
productions. Some of the black and 
white pictures, especially those accom- 
panying literary and historical articles, 
show evidence of worn plates. In com- 
paring a sampling of illustrations with 
the same ones as reproduced in the 
1943 edition, the earlier ones seem 
clearer. In some of the nature plates il- 
lustrating flowers and birds the color- 
ing is so indistinct as to be almost mis- 
leading. 

The binding is attractive and dur- 
able. Paging is continuous from vol- 
ume 1 through 19 and the inclusive 
paging of each volume is lettered on 
the spine. 

The publishers announce that re- 
vision in the 1946 printing is the most 
comprehensive since 1926, and a sur- 
vey of the set shows that there is a 
great deal of new material. A sampling 
of a few articles reported revised in 
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1945 or 1946 was taken for comparison 
with the 1943 printing. In some cases 
material had been extensively rewrit- 
ten, and in one or two articles examined 
minor changes had been made. Among 
the new articles are a summary of 
World War II in volume 18 and a dis- 
cussion of American literature for 
children in volume 14 which lists New- 
bery and Caldecott prize awards to 
1945. The new science department has 
been mentioned earlier in this review. 
Examples of material not brought up 
to date were noted, however, e.g., an 
article on the hobbies of famous people, 
10:3533, states that “the Italian pre- 
mier Benito Mussolini is a violinist of 
note.” Reference is not made to this 
article in the index under Mussolini. 
His career and death are discussed in 
an article on Men and Women in vol- 
ume 18. 

The subtitle “children’s encyclope- 
dia” is misleading in that so much ma- 
terial which is purely reereational is 
included. The whole section Things to 
Make and Things to Do, while it may 
be of interest to the child, is hardly 
the sort of material one would expect 
to find in an encyclopedia. The range 
of the entire set is extremely broad, 
from authoritative expositions of a sub- 
ject such as Sound in Everyday Life, 
10:3631, to a description of parlor 
tricks, 10:3769 and 3770. 


While coverage of factual topics is 
on the whole comparable to that in 
other juvenile encyclopedias, the ar- 
rangement of the work with such a 
variety of departments and of topics 
within a department makes it difficult 
to correlate the information into a well- 
rounded presentation of a subject field. 
Emphasis seems to be largely upon 
facts which will be interesting and en- 
tertaining but not necessarily the most 


important in a given subject. No bib- 
liographies are cited, either as sources 
or as study guides. This treatment is 
in line with the editorial policy, but 
detracts from the set’s reference value. 
. The Book of Knowledge is not an 
adequate encyclopedia for quick refer- 
ence use, in spite of its analytic index. 
Because of its arrangement, the un- 
evenness of coverage, varied treatment 
of topics and the inclusion of so much 
material for browsing and entertain- 
ment, its chief value lies in its appeal 
to the casual reader, in accordance with 
the publishers’ primary purpose to en- 
tertain the child as well as to instruct 
him. It is recommended for this pur- 
pose and not as a reference tool. 


As the Bulletin goes to press, word 
has been received from The Grolier 
Society announcing the following 
change in policy regarding sale of the 
Book of Knowledge to schools and 
libraries. Beginning with the C edition, 
copyrighted 1946-1947, “Mislaid or lost 
single volumes in sets of the Book of 
Knowledge may be ordered for replace- 
ment during the life of the set at the 
price per volume of one-twentieth of 
the school and library price of the set 
at the time it was purchased.” 


Columbia Dictionary of Modern Euro- 
pean Literature; Horatio Smith, gen. 
ed. 23.5cm. New York, Columbia 
Univ. Press, 1947. iv, 899p. buckram 
$10. 

The preface of the Columbia Diction- 
ary of Modern European Literature 
states that 31 literatures are represent- 
ed, with 239 contributors. Horatio 
Smith, formerly professor of Romance 
Languages at Columbia, was general 
editor but unfortunately he died before 
the work was completed. Some of the 
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contributors are well known, but there 
are many for whom indication of their 
qualifications should be given. Of the 
239 names listed, 37 are tobe found in 
Who’s Who in America, 21 in Leaders 
in Education and 27 in the catalog of 
the Division of Modern Languages and 
Literature of Columbia University. 
Some of those for whom no academic 
affiliations were given were found to 
be editors of, or connected with, foreign 
language publications in this country. 

“Encyclopedia” might have been a 
more appropriate title than “Diction- 
ary” inasmuch as the material is pre- 
sented in articles ranging in length 
from a column to as many as ten or 
twelve pages. Topics included cover 
literatures of the various countries, 
both the obscure and the more im- 
portant ones, and biographical sketches 
of writers. Arrangement is alphabetical. 
The scope is broad; not only novelists, 
poets and dramatists, but philosophers, 
sociologists, and historians are listed. 

Entries on the literatures are by 
country or nationality with the excep- 
tion of a few general subjects, e.g., sur- 
realism. The period covered is indi- 
cated in the preface: “It would have 
made no sense to bow in’ mechanical 
respect to chronology, but 1870 or 1880 
proved in many instances to be points 
of departure corresponding to the re- 
alities of literary, cultural and political 
history.” All articles are signed and 
are followed by bibliographies chron- 
ologically arranged. 

The biographical sketches are de- 
voted almost entirely to the writers’ 
work. Birth and death dates, nation- 
ality and very brief biographical in- 
formation are given. Uniformity is 
lacking in the form of entries, some 
persons being entered under their real 
names and others under pseudonyms. 


In these cases cross references are 
used. 

A comparison with Columbia Ency- 
clopedia and Encyclopaedia Britannica 
reveals some surprising omissions in 


‘the Columbia Dictionary of Modern 


Literature. In the article on Dutch 
literature, eleven recent writers includ- 
ing Jo van Ammers-Kuller, covered in 
the Britannica article, are not men- 
tioned in the Columbia article. On the 
other hand, the discussions of Ukrainian 
and French literatures, for example, 
are more inclusive in the Columbia 
Dictionary than in the Britannica. The 
Encyclopedia of Literature, reviewed in 
the April 1947 Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, surveys many of the same liter- 
atures, but it is world wide in scope 
and its emphasis is on folklore rather 
than current literature, the latter be- 
ing treated only briefly. It includes but 
a few modern European writers in its 
biographical section as compared with 
the Columbia Dictionary. 

Some names which one might expect 
to find are omitted from the Columbia 
Dictionary. For example, three Nobel 
prize winners, Theodore Mommsen and 
Rudolf Eucken, German, and Eemil 
Sillanpéa, Finnish, are not listed. Sil- 
lanp&éa is mentioned in the article on 
Finnish literature, but there is no men- 
tion of Mommsen or Eucken under Ger- 
man literature. Jolan Féldes, whose 
Street of the Fishing Cat received 
the All Nations prize, is not referred to 
in connection with her native country, 
Hungary, nor does her name appear 
as a separate entry. There is no ar- 
ticle on literature of Austria, although 
the inclusion of about twenty authors 
designated as Austrian would seem to 
warrant a sketch of that literature. 


There seems to be an overemphasis 
throughout on poetry. It may be a 
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trend within this period which needs 
to be highlighted, but it has developed 
an unbalanced picture. For instance, 
in the articles on Hungarian and Por- 
tuguese literature, poetry is given more 
attention than other literary forms. 
These were the most pronounced ex- 
amples noted, but in checking the list 
of authors and the type of literature 
each represented, poetry predominates. 

An exhaustive index as well as a 
very complete cross-reference system 
would have added to the book’s use- 
fulness. Many authors actually are 
well covered in the histories of the 
literatures, but this information is lost 
as there is no index or cross reference 
to guide one to this source. For ex- 
ample, Max Reinhardt’s position in 
German drama is discussed in the gen- 
eral article on German literature, but 
there is no direct way of finding this 
information. More cross references to 
variant forms of foreign names would 
have been helpful, e.g., Ramon Pérez 
de Ayala has no reference from Ayala 
and José Ortega y Gassett has none 
from Gassett. 

The make-up of the book is good, 
the print small but clear, two columns 
to the page. If the entries were in larger 
type they would stand out more clear- 
ly on a page. The margins are rather 
narrow and rebinding might be diffi- 
cult. The binding is similar to that of 
the Columbia Encyclopedia. 

It is to be hoped that when a new 
edition is published it will incorporate 
some of these changes. The omissions, 
however, are relatively minor in re- 
lation to the amount of useful, au- 
thoritative information presented in 
concise, though scholarly, form. The 
Columbia Dictionary of Modern Euro- 
pean Literature is recommended. 


Congressional Index. 25cm. Chicago, 


Commerce Clearing House, Inc., 
1937 — . Subscription price $40 a 
year; 10 per cent discount to schools 
and school libraries. 


Congressional Index is a weekly 
loose-leaf service which “indexes all 
federal bills and resolutions of general 
interest and lists their current status 
from introduction to final disposition.” 
It is published in connection with the 
Commerce Clearing House Congres- 
sional Legislative Reporting Service 
and has appeared as a separate pub- 
lication since 1937. This firm also pub- 
lishes many well-known business law 
and reportorial services. Issues cover- 
ing the 80th Congress, 1947-48, were 
examined for review. 


The service consists of ten sections: 
1. Topical Index, 2. Members of Con- 
gress, 3. Senate Bills, 4. Senate Status 
Table, 5. Senate Committees, 6. House 
Bills, 7. House Status Tables, 8. House 
Committees, 9. Enactments, 10. Treaties. 
From thirty to fifty sheets covering 
these sections are mailed to subscribers 
each week. A Report Letter accom- 
panies the sheets, summarizing the 
week in Congress, and providing filing 
instructions for removal and insertion 
of loose-leaf pages. Reports are pre- 
pared weekly while Congress is in ses- 
sion and a new volume is started for 
each Congressional term. 


The Topical Index is the key to all 
bills and resolutions of general interest. 
It is alphabetically arranged by broad 
subjects and by names of Congress- 
men in a single list, and references are 
made to bill or resolution numbers. 
Active bills are denoted by an asterisk. 
The weekly issues appear as supple- 
ments and are cumulated at regular 
intervals into the main topical index 
This makes it necessary to refer to botl 
the main index and the supplements fo: 
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all information under a given topic. 

Headings in the Topical Index are 
divided into subtopics which bring out 
many facets of a single bill, or group 
of bills on a single subject. A lack of 
cross references, however, results in a 
disadvantage, e.g., Senate Bill 1126 is 
noted in the index of May 14, 1947, 
under several subtopics under labor, 
e.g., collective bargaining; National La- 
bor Relations Board, creation; unfair 
practices. However, not one of these 
subjects appears as a separate entry 
except the title of the bill, the Federal 
Labor Relations Act of 1947. Portal to 
portal pay is an indented topical head- 
ing under labor, but there is no cross 
reference under that heading. The 
reader must know either the broad 
subject matter of the bill or its author 
to make the best use of the index. 

The Topical Index contains three 
features in addition to the index itself. 
Headline Legislation indexes separate- 
ly bills especially in the public eye. 
Name Bills provides a separate listing 
of important bills under sponsors’ 
names, and Companion Bills provides 
cross reference from Senate bills to the 
identical House bills, and vice versa. 

The section on Members of Congress 
gives recent changes in membership, 
an alphabetical list of Congressmen 
with brief biographical information, 
and a list of members arranged by 
states. Those on Senate and House 
Bills list all bills and resolutions nu- 
merically with brief headline titles in- 
dicating subject matter, author, date of 
introduction, short title, and committee 
to which referred. 

Senate and House Status Table sec- 
tions are important features of the 
service in tracing legislation. These 
tables, arranged by bill number, fol- 
low bills and resolutions from the time 


they are referred to committees to their 
final disposition, and give dates for 
each successive action on the bill. They 
are much more up to date than the 
History of Bills . . . section in the Con- 
gressional Record Index. Bills which 
have become laws are starred. Dates 
of hearings on bills are given, as well 
as dates when hearings have been 
made available to the public. 


Senate and House Committees sec- 
tions give the memberships of standing, 
joint, and special committees of both 
houses, keeping up with the current 
changes. The Enactments section lists 
public laws enacted by the 80th Con- 
gress in numerical order, the original 
bill or resolution number for each, a 
short title, and the date of approval. 
There is also a subject and name in- 
dex to these enactments. A separate 
section on Treaties gives a statement 
of the purport of each treaty under 
current consideration by Congress, and 
all action upon it. They are arranged 
chronologically by the session at which 
first submitted. 


Material similar to parts of this serv- 
ice is found in many other sources, for 
example, the History of Bills and Reso- 
lutions section of Congressional Record 
Index, the Digest of Public General 
Bills and the Congressional Quarterly. 
Since March 1947, the new Daily Di- 
gest section of the Congressional Rec- 
ord gives a valuable daily accounting 
of congressional activity and in many 
libraries may remove the urgent need 
for other services. Information about 
members of Congress and about com- 
mittees may be found in many places, 
but with a loose-leaf service, changes 
can be noted immediately, serving to 
supplement the Congressional Directory 
throughout the year. 

With the exception of the weekly 
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Report Letter, the Congressional In- 
dex is purely an index and in this lies 
its greatest value. It provides a simple 
and direct route for tracing current 
legislation. Background and textual in- 
formation can be supplied by other 
services such as the Congressional 
Quarterly. The Treaties section seems 
to be unique. 

Format is attractive and well planned. 
A three-ring binder into which the 
weekly sheets are to be inserted is 
provided with the subscription price, 
one binder to contain a complete vol- 
ume. Each of the ten sections is marked 
with an index tab. Superseded sheets 
can be easily removed and new ones 
added. 

The service is designed primarily 
for large business and law firms, and 
will be found extremely useful to large 
public and college or university li- 
braries, especially those which serve as 
government depository libraries. It will 
provide a valuable index to the stacks 
of bills and resolutions which arrive 
daily, and could eliminate some docu- 
ment indexing now done by libraries 
to make them more readily available. 
It is recommended for such libraries. 


Congressional Quarterly; a service for 
editors and commentators. 28cm. 
Washington 6, D. C., 732 17th 
Street, N.W., Congressional Quarter- 
ly, 1945 — . Price at editorial rights 
rate, based on circulation of subscrib- 
ing publication; library rate $25 per 
year for one service, $49 per year for 
any two services, and $69 per year 
for all three services. 

The Congressional Quarterly service 
includes: 1. The Congressional Quar- 
terly, 2. The Congressional Notebook, 
and 3. The Weekly Log. The three are 
sold singly or as a group. Only editors 
purchasing such rights are entitled to 


make public use of the material with- 
out special permission. Libraries and 
their patrons may use the material for 
reference purposes, however, and it is 
not necessary for the library to deter- 
mine whether or not those having ac- 
cess to the services intend to use it 
editorially. 

Congressional Notebook is a weekly 
report, averaging four to eight pages, 
in which one major issue before the 
Congress is discussed each week, e.g., 
lobbying, price control, housing, federal 
aid. to education. Pending legislation, 
committee action and votes on bills 
passed are all noted. Sometimes bio- 
graphical material about Senators and 
Congressmen, committee assignments, 
and votes of committee chairmen are 
also given. One report which was 
examined concerned monopolies and 
listed industries dominated by large 
companies in various states. 


Weekly Log, also issued each Tues- 
day, summarizes briefly major events of 
the week in Congress instead of deal- 
ing with one topic only. Bills passed 
each week are listed by subject. There 
are also lists of registered lobbyists, 
giving the names of the lobbyists, the 
firms or organizations they represent, 
and salary and expense accounts. This 
arrangement is consistent from week to 
week, though subjects vary. 

The Congressional Quarterly, com- 
piled from the two weekly services, is 
an indexed summary of Congressional 
activity and covers current petitions, 
memorials, press releases and quota- 
tions from annual reports and other 
reports from societies and periodicals. 
Material is grouped alphabetically un- 
der such broad headings as Agriculture, 
Education and Welfare, Foreign Policy. 
The first three numbers each year re- 
port action on every bill, record votes, 
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and summarize debates. 

The fourth issue reviews legislation 
of general interest upon which action 
was not completed. These bills are 
listed under appropriate topics. In dis- 
cussing legislation in various fields, the 
position of national groups interested 
in the subject is outlined, e.g., support 
and opposition to national health bill by 
medical profession. 


Each volume is paged from the be- 
ginning of the year to the end. A 
cumulated index appears in the fourth 
issue and includes both general topics 
with subheadings and name entries 
with subtopics under each. The latter 
refer to legislation and political issues 
on which Congressmen have expressed 
opinion or have voted. While the in- 
dexing is generally adequate, it is not 
as detailed as one might wish. 


The Congressional Quarterly supple- 
ments other sources of information 
about the activities of Congress. It dif- 
fers in arrangement, content and treat- 
ment from Congressional Daily, U.S. 
News, Digest of Public Bills, Congres- 
sional Record and the Congressional 
Index (also reviewed in this issue). 
The voting charts and other compila- 
tions of the positions of Congressmen 
on current issues are useful features of 
the work. 


Material in Congressional Quarterly 
is readable, popular in treatment and 
well condensed. The editors seem to 
have succeeded in carrying out their 
announced purpose of dealing only with 
facts, not with predictions. There is no 
evidence of political bias. If the editors 
can be said to have a particular “slant” 
it seems to be revealed in an interest 
in pressure groups. One newspaper 
editor who has used the service for 
some time reports that he has found it 
accurate, truthful and nonpartisan. 


The format is attractive and readable. 
The printing is by an offset process, 
with wide margins and generous spac- 
ing allowing room for notes if the serv- 
ice is purchased by an individual or a 
newspaper. The pages of the Quarterly 
are bound into a spiral binder and open 
flat. The pages in the Notebook and 
Weekly Log are clipped together and 
unbound. 

Although the Congressional Quarter- 
ly is designed primarily for newspaper 
editors and radio commentators who 
have purchased rights to the material, 
it is also a useful library reference tool, 
particularly with discussion groups and 
clubs. It is recommended for large li- 
braries needing in convenient outline 
form up-to-date, detailed information 
about national political issues. 


Cyclopedia of Insurance in the United 
States; ed. by G. Reid MacKay and 
C. S. Rosensweig. 56th annual ed., 
1946-1947. 19cm. New York, In- 
dex Publishing Co., c1946. xii, 1074p. 
$4.75. 

The Cyclopedia of Insurance is a 
compilation of information about insur- 
ance companies in the United States 
which has appeared annually since 
1891. The 1933 edition was reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin in July 
1933. 

The volume is divided into seven sec- 
tions: fire and marine companies; life 
insurance companies; casualty, surety 
and miscellaneous companies and or- 
ganizations; leg:] decisions; definitions 
of imsurance terms; biographical 
sketches of persons prominent in the 
field; index to biographies in earlier 
volumes. No sources are given for 
statistics, which are quoted throughout 
as of December 31, 1945. 

The first three sections list alpha- 
betically companies handling each type 
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of insurance. Names of officers, date of 
founding, assets, types of policies writ- 
ten and sometimes a brief historical 
sketch are given. Much general, un- 
related information is also found in 
these sections. For example, the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the United States 
is discussed in the fire and marine sec- 
tion and general insurance trade papers 
are listed in the life insurance section. 
The National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners and the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Brokers are both 
entered in the fire and marine section. 
One wonders why this material is not 
placed in separate sections where it 
might be more easily located. 

Section 4 summarizes court decisions 
in seventeen important cases from 1868 
to 1946 concerning federal and state 
regulation of insurance. Section 5 de- 
fines many insurance terms, quotes 
state insurance laws, gives legal forms 
and miscellaneous statistical informa- 
tion. The latter includes such items as 
mortality tables, estimates of losses in 
great fires since 1870, total amount of 
life insurance in force. Here again ma- 
terial seems to be poorly organized, 
inasmuch as there is little attempt to 
bring related topics together. The sec- 
tion is subdivided according to infor- 
mation applicable to fire and marine, to 
life, and to casualty and surety insur- 
ance. The inclusion of additional sub- 
sections with more specific headings 
might have made this information more 
accessible. 

One noteworthy feature is the cumu- 
lative listing, following the biographical 
section, of biographies which have ap- 
peared in previous editions. 

The awkward arrangement is aggra- 
vated by the absence of a complete 
analytical index. The table of contents 
is followed by abbreviated indexes for 
each section. In the first three, refer- 


ences are cited to the material of gen- 
eral interest interspersed with the di- 
rectory listings of companies, which is 
noted in the discussion of these sections 
in paragraph three of this review. For 
example, state insurance federations, 
listed in the life insurance section, are 
indexed under fire and marine and cas- 
ualty and surety companies as well. 
These sectional indexes, however, do 
not bring out all the data in each sec- 
tion. 

The general format of the book is 
good, although the margins are narrow. 
The 1946-47 edition is on heavier paper 
than the 1944-45 volume increasing the 
bulk of an already heavy book. The 
type is clear and legible. A light blue 
fabrikoid binding has been used. 

To verify the accuracy of the statis- 
tical information approximately one 
hundred entries were checked with 
Best’s Insurance Guide and Insurance 
Reports and with the Insurance section 
of Moody’s Manual of Investments. The 
figures corresponded in every instance 
except that in some cases round num- 
bers were quoted instead of complete 
figures. 

More thorough indexing, arrange- 
ment by more specific topics and the 
use of cross references would have 
made the book a more adequate refer- 
ence tool. As it is, much of the mis- 
cellaneous information is easily over- 
looked. In spite of these defects, which 
were also emphasized in the earlier re- 
view, the Cyclopedia of Insurance in the 
United States is recommended as a 
source for up-to-date and accurate 
data regarding insurance companies 
and insurance personnel. 


Encyclopedia of Psychology; ed. by 
Philip Lawrence Harriman and writ- 
ten by many contributors. 23.5cm. 
New York, Philosophical Library, 
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c1946. 897p. 11 diagrams. 2 illus. 

fabrikoid $10. 

Philip Lawrence Harriman, the edi- 
tor, professor of psychology at Bucknell 
University, says in his preface that he 
invited scholars to contribute articles 
to this survey of trends in contempo- 
rary psychology. Of the over eighty 
contributors listed, the names of less 
than half appear in either American 
Men of Science 1944 or Who’s Who in 
America 1946-47. On the other hand, 
several of those listed are well known 
in their field, e.g., Leonard Carmichael, 
Paul Farnsworth, Edwin Guthrie, 
Elaine Kinder, and others. 

There are one hundred signed articles 
alphabetically arranged on a miscel- 
laneous variety of topics in the field of 
psychology but the title “Encyclopedia” 
is quite misleading. One looks in vain 
for many topics that one might expect 
to find in an encyclopedia of this sort, 
e.g., behaviorism, psychoanalysis, func- 
tionalism, humanism, inheritance, to 
mention but a few. The names of such 
individuals as Adler, Dewey, Freud, 
Binet are likewise missing. Jung is the 
only individual name appearing in the 
so-called index. 

Articles vary in length from one and 
a half pages on Clinical Psychology to 
forty-five pages on Primate Psychology, 
length bearing no apparent relation to 
importance of the subject. For example, 
sixteen pages are given to Child Psy- 
chology and thirty-two pages to the 
Rat in Animal Psychology. Psychology 
of the Negro is discussed in eight and 
a half pages in addition to eight and a 
half on Race Psychology. Psychosex- 
ual Function in Women has an eleven- 
page article, but male sex psychology 
is not treated. 

Many of the articles are excellent 
discussions of their subjects while 
others appear to be mere compilations 


of material gathered from such obvious 
printed sources as encyclopedias, hand- 
books or previously published mono- 
graphs. Examples of the latter are 
Genetic Psychology, Experimental, and 
Personality Development, which a foot- 
note says is adapted from the writer’s 
forthcoming book. 

Bibliographies appended to the ar- 
ticles are sometimes references to 
sources and sometimes suggestions for 
further reading. Some of the latter ap- 
pear to be adequate and carefully se- 
lected, while others are entirely inade- 
quate in number of items included, 
recency of material referred to, or bib- 
liographical information given for each 
item. Some articles have no bibliog- 
raphies at all. 

At the front of the book is a list of 
topics labeled “Index.” It is by no 
means, however, a complete index to 
material covered in the book, nor are 
any page references given. It lists main 
articles, sometimes in an inverted form 
of heading from that used in the text, 
and gives see references either to other 
related articles or to topics treated 
within them. Lack of page references 
means that a reader must hunt all 
through an article to locate desired in- 
formation. For example, there are five 
entries in the index under radio, pre- 
sumably citing points covered in an 
eighteen-page article on Radio Re- 
search. 

The use of inverted headings in the 
see references to refer to articles in the 
text is confusing. For example, under 
two different headings in the index 
cross reference is made to psychopa- 
thology, psychology and contemporary 
instead of to the form of entry Psychol- 
ogy and Contemporary Psychopathol- 
ogy as it appears in the book. The in- 
dex lists genetic psychology see experi- 
mental genetic psychology when the 
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material is under Genetic Psychology, 
Experimental. These varied forms of 
entry may be employed to enable the 
reader to find material under different 
headings that might occur to him. How- 
ever, the absence of page references 
destroys any advantage this arrange- 
ment may afford. 

Alphabeting is careless, both in the 
index and in the text. Running titles 
on pages are sometimes incorrect, e.g., 
Experimental Psychoanalysis continues 


as a running head at the top of three 


pages beyond the end of the article. 

The pages are double column; the 
paper is good and the type clear, but 
the printing is rather unsatisfactory 
because of its lightness. The inner mar- 
gins are too narrow to permit rebind- 
ing. 

In general the work shows evidence 
of incomplete coverage of the subject, 
disproportionate treatment of subjects 
in comparison with their importance, 
unsatisfactory arrangement, inadequate 
indexing of specific information within 
long articles, uneven bibliographical 
references and careless make-up. In- 
formation covered in long articles can 
be located more easily in handbooks in 
the field and specific information is 
more readily available in Warren’s 
Dictionary of Psychology. The En- 
cyclopedia of Psychology is, therefore, 
not recommended, 


Funk & Wagnalls New College Stand- 
ard Dictionary of the English Lan- 
guage; Charles Earle Funk, ed. Em’- 
pha-type ed. 24cm. New York, Funk 
& Wagnalls, cl1947. xvi, 1404p. illus. 
cloth $5.50; thumb indexed $6. 

This dictionary, the preface states, 
“is intended for the use of the general 
public rather than to serve a specialized 
group.” The editor, Charles Earle 
Funk, was aided by an editorial advis- 


ory committee under the chairmanship 
of W. Cabell Greet, editor of American 
Speech. The members of the commit- 
tee, most of whom are connected with 
universities and colleges, are listed, and 
cx 2dit is given for contributions of spe- 
cialists in such fields as vitaminology, 
aviation, mountaineering, and insect 
terminology. 

The New College Standard Diction- 
ary is based on Funk & Wagnalls New 
Standard Dictionary, reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin in October 
1934 and April 1937. It contains more 
than 145,000 entries as compared with 
70,000 in Words, the Grosset & Dunlap 
dictionary, also reviewed in this issue. 
Special attention has been given to the 
vocabulary which has developed in re- 
cent years through military activities, 
scientific discoveries, in the arts, and in 
business, particularly in the use of 
trade names. 

All entries, including geographical 
and biographical as well as definitions, 
are in one alphabet and each is in bold- 
faced type. The dictionary entry gives 
etymology, comparatives, plurals, parts 
of speech, principal parts of verbs, de- 
rived phrases, unit phrases, alternate 
pronunciations, prefixes and suffixes, 
synonyms and antonyms. In the case 
of words of identical spelling but dif- 
ferent meaning the distinction is em- 
phasized by the use of the half-encir- 
cled number to point out different defi- 
nitions, e.g., 1) duck, noun; 2) duck, 
verb; etc. Preference in spelling, defi- 
nitions, and pronunciation is given to 
American usage with British variations 
noted in brackets. 

Biographical entries give birth and 
death dates and occupation. Geographi- 
cal entries include localities which be- 
came a part of the common vocabulary 
of World War II. Familiar foreign 
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phrases, such as esprit de corps, are 
included in the dictionary proper. 

A distinctive feature of this diction- 
ary is the use of underscoring to indi- 
cate emphasis in pronunciation, e.g., 
sex-ton. Words are divided into sylla- 
bles by the insertion of the centered dot 
(-). Those words which have two or 
more syllables to be stressed are un- 
derlined and the conventional accent 
mark added to indicate the syllable 
which has the heavier stress. Phonetic 
respellings are used as an aid to pro- 
nunciation in cases where pronuncia- 
tion is not self-evident. The only dia- 
critical marks which are used are the 
macron and the breve. 

Vulgarisms which are a part of com- 
mon speech but which are offensive to 
certain races or religions are designated 
as offensive in the definition. Cross ref- 
erences are indicated in small capital 
letters. 

An appendix includes a list of places 
with populations above 5000 in the 
United States and Canada, a foreign 
census with names respelled for pro- 
nunciation when needed, and a list of 
abbreviations commonly in use. The 
dictionary proper is preceded by an ex- 
planation of the plan of the dictionary 
and its pronunciation scheme, and a 
chart of the normal interpretation of 
English spelling for the use of the stu- 
dent or the individual unfamiliar with 
the language. Useful tables, such as the 
Temperature Conversion Table, which 
are to be found throughout the diction- 
ary are listed on the table of contents 
page. 

The illustrations are in black and 
white and are very clear. The printing 
on the two-column page is small but 
easy to read. The volume is well bound 
with sufficient margins. 

The definitions are clear and concise 


and seem to be more comprehensive 
than those in Words. For example the 
latter gives only the definition of the 
adjective dulcet while the New College 
Standard Dictionary gives both the ad- 
jective and the noun. The New College 
Standard is similar in size, price and 
coverage to Webster’s Collegiate Dic- 
tionary which was last reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin in January 
1938. 

Because of its simplicity and useful- 
ness Funk & Wagnalls New College 
Standard Dictionary is recommended 
for all libraries. 


Hagstrom’s Loose Leaf Market Atlas of 
the United States; For Sales Manag- 
ers, Advertising Directors, Business 
Executives. 2d ed. 55.5cm. New York, 
Hagstrom Co., Inc., c1946. 214p. un- 
numbered, 60p. blank; fabrikoid 
$34.50. 


Hagstrom’s Market Atlas is intended 
as a reference work for those con- 
cerned with marketing, and consists of 
a marketing center map for each state 
supplemented by statistical data perti- 
nent to an appraisal of existing and po- 
tential marketing opportunities. Names 
of the editors are given and technicians 
and statisticians who contributed ma- 
terial are identified. 


The state maps are arranged alpha- 
betically and appear on the right-hand 
pages with the statistical data for each 
state on the page opposite. The maps, 
black and white, are uniform in size 
(17 inches by 22 inches) and show 
county boundaries, county seats, cities 
and towns. Yellow circles outlined in 
red indicate marketing centers of vary- 
ing sizes determined by 1940 population 
figures. The population area which 
each circle represents is indicated at 
the bottom of each map. Inset maps 
show marketing areas in metropolitan 
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communities. An alphabetical index to 
towns with 1940 population is shown on 
the back of each map. 

The statistical page for each state in- 
cludes tables giving the following in- 
formation: the relative position of the 
state in area and population; a break- 
down of total population of the United 
States by age, sex, race and rural and 
urban groups; acreage and number of 
farms; home ownership status; circula- 
tion of representative newspapers and 
magazines; a summary of retail sales by 
county (based on 1939 figures) showing 
number of stores, and sales in selected 
major business groups; individual in- 
come tax returns for 1941; selected in- 
dicators of consumer purchasing pow- 
er, e.g., number of families with radios, 
residential telephones, automobiles; and 
a 1943 estimate of total effective buying 
income. Many of these items are shown 
graphically as well as statistically. This 
information is not indexed but since 
tabulations are uniformly arranged by 
states, an index is scarcely necessary. 
Sources are given for some statistics, 
but not all. 

Following the main section described 
above are charts of summaries of con- 
sumer buying power by states; dis- 
tribution of population by states and 
divisions; and a condensed survey of 
cities of more than 50,000 population. 
The latter shows in tabular form the 
total number of stores and sales ac- 
cording to selected business groups in 
each city. There are also twelve 
weather maps to be used as guides 
for weather-controlled merchandising. 
These indicate average seasonal tem- 
peratures, sunshine, precipitation and 
dates of killing frosts. 

The information is well chosen, well 
organized and accurate. A careful ex- 
amination bears out the claims of the 
publishers. The Atlas should prove very 


useful to special business libraries and 
to business branches and departments 
of public libraries. It should be noted, 
however, that with few exceptions, 
notably the listing of individual income 
tax returns and the circulation of news- 
papers and magazines, the information 
is also found in the annual Rand Mc- 
Nally Commercial Atlas and Marketing 
Guide. 

The physical make-up of the Atlas is 
satisfactory. The maps are clear and 
the tables and graphs simple and 
legible. 

The Hagstrom’s Loose Leaf Market 
Atlas of the United States is recom- 
mended for all libraries needing infor- 
mation in this specialized subject field. 


International Who’s Who in World 
Medicine, 1947. 22cm. New York, The 
American Universities Medical Re- 
search Publications, Inc., c1947. 745p. 
fabrikoid $22.50. 

The verso of the title page of this 
biographical reference work carries the 
following notice: “The Publishers wish 
to state that this publication is in no 
way connected or affiliated with any 
other similar publication either in the 
United States of America or abroad.” 
However, a letterhead used in soliciting 
subscriptions bears the statement: “As- 
sociated with B. U. E., Ltd., 86 Regent 
Street, London ... Publishers of... 
World’s Medical Who’s Who,” and in- 
vestigation shows that almost all of the 
biographies of physicians outside North 
America in the work under review are 
adapted without any new information 
from Who’s Who in World Medicine, 
1939 (London, B. U. E. Limited). 

The sketches are alphabetically ar- 
ranged and the scope of the American 
and Canadian biographies is similar to 
that usual in books of the “who’s who” 
type. Entries for foreign physicians are 
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often briefer and dates are not always 
given. Apparently some attempt was 
made to emphasize works published by 
the biographees during the last five 
years, but there is little uniformity in 
the manner in which publications are 
listed. There is no geographical sum- 
mary or index, but a sampling indicates 
that more than two-thirds of the per- 
sons included are Americans. This 
seems too high a proportion for a well- 
balanced international work, even if 
one could overlook the unoriginal na- 
ture of most of the material from other 
countries. 


For example, analysis of the biogra- 
phies appearing under the letter R re- 
veals that of the 288 total, 200 are of 
Americans (including one Puerto 
Rican), and 13 are of Canadians. All 
of the other 75 persons appeared in 
Who’s Who in World Medicine, 1939, 
and only three or four of the biogra- 
phies contain new information (Ramer, 
Rietz, Roques, and possibly Rajch- 
man). The few other instances in which 
information in the present work dis- 
agrees with that in the source (e.g., the 
birth date of Dr. Emilio Robledo Cor- 
rea) seem to be merely errors in copy- 
ing. 

The selection of names for inclusion 
is poor. Some of the American physi- 
cians chosen would seem to be scarcely 
of state-wide prominence, much less 
national or international. On the other 
hand, many outstanding medical men 
are omitted. For example, of the twen- 
ty persons awarded the Nobel prize in 
medicine and physiology between 1932 
and 1946, biographies of fifteen may be 
found in Who’s Who, 1946, or Who’s 
Who in America, 1946-1947. Owing to 
the dual field of this prize, some recipi- 
ents might be ruled out of a strictly 
medical work on grounds of scope. 


However, eleven of the twenty hold the 
M. D. degree, are living, and are ac- 
cessible enough to be in these standard 
reference books. Of these eleven only 
three are to be found in International 
Who’s Who in World Medicine, 1947, 
although ten appear in Who’s Who in 
World Medicine, 1939, suggesting that 
use of material from this publication, 
while extensive, was unsystematic and 
not to the best advantage. 

Many of the sketches from the 1939 
volume have been condensed or slightly 
rearranged, often to their detriment; 
the dates during which positions were 
held have usually been deleted; and 
earlier titles have commonly been 
omitted from lists of publications. 

Among the mass of articles which 
have not been brought up to date are 
those on Dr. R. J. Rowlette, who died 
October 14, 1944, and that on Dr. A. 
C. Roxburgh, whose Common Skin 
Diseases is listed as in its fourth edi- 
tion, although a seventh edition ap- 
peared in 1944, Little credence can thus 
be given to the statement in the preface 
that “every precaution was taken to 
bring the sketches up to date.” 

Evidence of careless editing and 
proofreading is apparent through- 
out. Among misspelled surnames are 
“Dahistroem” (Dahlstroem), “Falqner” 
(Faulkner), and “Numey” (Mumey), 
all of which because of misspelling are 
out of place. Besides Dr. Mumey’s, 
four names were discovered out of al- 
phabetical order in the letter N alone. 
The biography of Dr. W. H. Daniel is 
given twice on one page. The word “in- 
curables” appears on page 572 and on 
page 591 as “insurables,” with rather 
strange results (there would hardly be 
a Royal Hospital for Insurables). Har- 
ley St., famous for its physicians, is 
called Arley St. on page 593; and on 
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the same page Collingswood, N.J., ap- 
pears as “Collingswoof.” 

The preface offers apologies for the 
incompleteness of the work. However, 
the fact that there may be reasons for 
some of the shortcomings does not make 
the book any better or excuse its publi- 
cation in the present form. 

The binding is rather weak and the 
typography is mediocre; the paper is 
satisfactory. 

Like almost any work of the sort, In- 
ternational Who’s Who in World Medi- 
cine, 1947, is of some use for the biog- 
raphies it contains which cannot be 
found elsewhere. However, it is highly 
unsatisfactory as a reference book be- 
cause of poor selection, poor editing and 
proofreading, and misleading use of old 
material. It is not recommended. 


Rand McNally Commercial Atlas and 
Marketing Guide. 78th ed. 52cm. Chi- 
cago, Rand McNally & Co., 1947. 
564 p. $39.50, subscription basis. 
According to the publishers, the Rand 

McNally Commercial Atlas and Mar- 

keting Guide “is revised, corrected, and 

newly published each year. It contains 
over 550 pages of maps and statistics, 
all of which are included because of 
their proved value for commercial pur- 
poses. There are 250 or more maps 
covering every part of the world, the 
most complete list of cities and towns 
ever compiled, and many tables of eco- 
nomic and geographic statistics for 
practical commercial use. ... An av- 
erage of 75,000 alterations are made in 
the maps and indexes of the atlas each 
year so that subscribers may have the 
most accurate up-to-date information 

available.” It is sold by contract on a 

subscription basis whereby the pur- 

chaser receives each annual volume. If 
contract is terminated, the volumes re- 
main the property of Rand McNally 


and all which are in the subscriber’s 
possession must be returned. Subscrib- 
ers may, if they wish, return each an- 
nual volume upon receipt of new edi- 
tion. 

The emphasis is definitely on the 
United States and its possessions, and 
to a lesser degree, the rest of North 
America. Four hundred fifty-eight of 
the 564 pages are devoted to the United 
States, 17 to Canada, and 10 to Latin 
America. The foreign maps do not show 
the amount of detail brought out in 
those for the United States. 


The map for each of the states of the 
United States occupies at least a double 
page and in the case of the larger 
states, two such double pages. County 
lines are clearly marked in green, and 
the county population per square mile 
indicated by different shades of yellow. 
Township lines are shown and numbers 
given. A marginal index locates the 
larger cities, and state capitols and 
county seats are indicated by symbols. 
Railroad lines are shown and desig- 
nated by initial. Physical details are 
slight, but rivers and lakes are shown, 
and mountains indicated by hachures. 


Following the large map of each 
state is a small map showing the total 
of retail sales in each county in 1939 
and 1945, and indicating the area in 
which the largest volume of sales is 
concentrated. Below this is a table giv- 
ing the retail sales by type of store. 
On the next page is general informa- 
tion about the state: population and 
area (by state and county); list of lakes, 
rivers, mountains; metropolitan dis- 
tricts; principal cities in order of pop- 
ulation. Marketing data, such as num- 
ber of automobiles, telephones, banks, 
chief industries, newspapers, is tabu- 
lated for each county. A detailed index 
of cities, towns and villages follows 
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next, indicating the location on map, 
airlines, airports, post offices, etc. 

In addition to the state maps, there 
are a large general map of the United 
States, and a number of special maps 
and charts showing railroads, highways, 
air lines, density of population, trading 
areas, distribution of retail sales, dis- 
tribution of manufacturing plants, and 
harvesting seasons. A new feature in 
this issue is a series of eight regional 
maps locating Federal Housing Admin- 
istration Zones, Federal Reserve Dis- 
tricts, Social Security Administration 
Regions, etc. A map showing changes 
in civilian population has been omitted 
this year. 

The information following the maps 
of the United States territories and pos- 
sessions includes physical and geo- 
graphical items and railroads, but no 
special marketing information. The 
Philippine Republic has been trans- 
ferred from this group to its new place 
among the foreign nations. 

Preceding the individual maps of con- 
tinents and countries are several world 
maps. One of these shows the time 
zones of the world, two are focused on 
the polar regions, and two on air lines 
of the world. Tables indicate air-line 
distances between world cities, leading 
products of principal countries, alti- 
tudes and steamship distances. The 
maps of the countries of Europe, Asia, 
Africa and Oceania are clear and legi- 
ble but rather small. England occupies 
a half of one page, a space of nine by 
twelve and one-half inches. New 
boundaries are shown and the occupa- 
tion zones in Germany are indicated. 
There is a general index of foreign 
cities. 

Two supplements are supplied in a 
pocket in the inside of the back cover. 
These include a Road Atlas of the 
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United States and a Market Survey, 
which presents an analysis of 3072 
counties from the standpoint of popu- 
lation and retail sales. 

The atlas is well bound in library 
buckram and opens easily. The maps 
are so treated that markings with col- 
ored map-marking pencils or crayons 
may be added and erased without in- 
jury to the maps. 

As the title indicates, the Rand Mc- 
Nally Commercial Atlas and Market- 
ing Guide is intended primarily for the 
use of business and industrial concerns, 
but the excellent maps and the wealth 
of statistical information included make 
it useful to libraries as a general pur- 
pose atlas as well. It is an invaluable 
tool for large public and college librar- 
ies, and business libraries, and many 
medium-sized libraries will find that it 
supplies the answers to a large propor- 
tion of their current geographical ques- 
tions. It is recommended for such li- 
braries. 


Van Nostrand’s Scientific Encyclopedia. 
.. . 2d ed. 26.5cem. New York, Van 
Nostrand, c1947. 1600p. illus. buckram 
$12. 

The first edition of this one-volume 
scientific encyclopedia was reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, April 
1938. The scope of the work continues 
to be broad, covering the basic sciences 
as well as applied sciences and engi- 
neering. 

The responsibility for each subject 
field is left in the hands of a single 
author with consultants to act as ad- 
visors. Authors of articles can be iden- 
tified by the initials given at the end 
of the entry. In the case of revised ar- 
ticles, revisers’ initials are sometimes 
also included. The twenty-two contrib- 
uting and eighteen consulting editors 
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are listed along with their academic 
or industrial affiliations. 


The encyclopedia contains over 
11,000 scientific terms arranged alpha- 
betically. Entries are listed in a word- 
by-word rather than letter-by-letter 
sequence. The articles vary in length 
from a few lines to several pages, most 
of them being about a column or half 
column in length. Each subject is first 
explained in a brief, simple definition, 


which is amplified to include all perti- . 


nent facts and details. Many graphs, 
tables, formulas, maps, line drawings 
and photographic illustrations are in- 
cluded. Pronunciations of terms are not 
given. 

Terms used in the text which are 
treated more fully elsewhere are 
printed in bold-faced type. This key 
word plan forms a kind of see also sys- 
tem of cross references. Broad subjects 
like Chemical Composition, for exam- 
ple, contain many such key word ref- 
erences. See references are listed in 
the customary manner. 


There is little consistency in the use 
of the common or the scientific term. 
For example, German Measles is a see 
reference to Rubella; while Smallpox 
is used as an entry rather than its 
scientific term Variola. Engine Lathe 
refers to Lathe, yet Turret Lathe is 
fully discussed under that term with- 
out even a key word reference to 
Lathe. 

Biographies of scientists are not 
treated, although the first edition car- 
ried a few biographical articles. There 
are no bibliographies except for occa- 
sional references to a book at the end 
of an article. 

On the whole, the revision in this edi- 
tion seems thorough. A sampling of 
940 articles was taken for comparison 
with the first edition with the result 


that 184 or 19.6 per cent were found 
to be entirely new topics and 125 or 
13.3 per cent were revised or rewrit- 
ten. New material has been added in 
every field, with particular attention to 
electronics and radio, metallurgy, me- 
teorology, photography and statistics. 
Sections on aeronautical, chemical, 
civil, mechanical and electrical engi- 
neering and navigation have been ex- 
panded considerably. Some new scien- 
tific developments have been omitted, 
however. 

The quality of paper is not very good 
and becomes progressively worse 
toward the end of the volume. This 
fact combined with the use of worn 
plates makes some of the photographic 
illustrations very poor indeed. Line 
drawings did not fare so badly how- 
ever. Binding is of good quality though 
inferior to that of the first edition. 
Margins along the binding edge are too 
narrow for rebinding. 

The second edition of Van Nos- 
trand’s Scientific Encyclopedia contains 
so much useful and well-illustrated 
scientific information that it should be 
of value to students, laymen, scientists, 
and technologists. It is recommended. 


Who’s Who in Commerce and Industry; 
The International Business Who’s 
Who. 5th ed. 23cm. Chicago, A. N. 
Marquis Co., c1947. 1416p. buckram 
$15.25. 


The first two editions of Who’s Who 
in Commerce and Industry, 1936 and 
1938, were published by the Institute 
for Research in Biography, Inc., New 
York (reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin July 1936 and July 1938). The 
first included entries for the United 
States and Canada only, but the sec- 
ond became the first “international 
edition” adding European, Asiatic and 
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Latin American names. The third, 
1940-41, was the first to be published 
by the A. N. Marquis Company, pub- 
lisher of Who’s Who in America. 


The scope of the work has been con- 
siderably broadened since Marquis 
Company took over. The present edi- 
tion includes names “much in the pub- 
lic eye generally throughout the busi- 
ness world. The standards of admis- 
sion divide the eligible into two classes 
(1) those selected on account of special 
prominence in their particular branch 
of business, making them the subjects 
of extensive interest, inquiry or discus- 
sion in the business world; and (2) 
those included arbitrarily on account 
of positions held in commercial and in- 
dustrial concerns of certain sizes or 
‘rating’ standings.” Most of the inclu- 
sions are obvious, but there are a few, 
i.e., certain college professors and presi- 
dents, artists and authors, whose con- 
nections are not so clearly defined. 


The brief biographies, arranged al- 
phabetically, give date and place of 
birth, parentage, educational record, 
marriage and children, positions held, 
political and religious affiliations, mem- 
bership in clubs and associations, and 
business and home addresses. In the 
case of authors and artists, works are 
listed by title usually, though not al- 
ways, with dates. Data has been ob- 
tained by personal correspondence, and 
sketches carried over from previous 
editions have been verified by corre- 
spondence whenever possible. Those 
which could not be thus verified are 
marked with an asterisk. The few 
which could not be verified by any 
means have been dropped. 

The same care has been exercised in 
assembling the foreign biographies. 
These are included in one alphabet 
with the American entries in contrast 


to the arrangement in the third edi- 
tion. Pronunciation of foreign names 
is not given. 

Some of the biographies, chiefly those 
marked with an asterisk, are of merely 
identification or directory brevity. 
There is an addendum of “latest list- 
ings,” received too late to be included 
in the body of the book. A table of 
abbreviations used is given, as well as 
an explanation of Marquis Company’s 
alphabetizing practices, “which differ 
from the procedures followed by many 
reference centers and publishing or- 
ganizations.” The latter is concerned 
with the arrangement of names with 
prefixes, i.e., De, Mac, Van, etc., hy- 
phenated names, Spanish and Chinese 
names, and the treatment of given 
names not commonly: used. 


A cross-referenced index of the busi- 
ness firms and industrial corporations 
which biographies represent might 
have been useful. 

Paper is good; type clear though 
small, and a three-column page with 
very narrow margins is used. The bock 
is attractively though not too sturdily 
bound, and is easy to handle. There 
are no very obvious typographical 
errors. 

Some names included will naturally 
be found in the general biographical 
dictionaries such as Who’s Who in 
America and the International Who’s 
Who, but this duplication is not ex- 
tensive. Who’s Who in Commerce and 
Industry is recommended for large li- 
braries, public, college, and university, 
and for special libraries where such 
information is needed. 


Who’s Who in the Central States; A 
Biographical Dictionary of Leading 
Men and Women of the Central 
States; a compilation of distinctive 
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reference scope; augmented beyond 
restricted statewide extent by inte- 
gration of selected biographies to en- 
compass areas contiguous or other- 
wise appropriate under contemporary 
regionalism. v.1. 24cm. Chicago, Lar- 
kin, Roosevelt & Larkin, c1947. 1184p. 
cloth $15. 

The area which comprises the Cen- 
tral States in relation to the plan of 
this work is not defined by the editors. 
Most of the biographees are residents 


of Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 


Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas. There 
are, however, occasional sketches of 
residents of states outside the region, 
e.g., Emmett Pendleton of California, 
who have no obvious connection with 
the Central States. 


Names of the editors of the diction- 
ary are nowhere given. The title page 
states that this is volume 1, although 
there is no indication of when addition- 
al volumes may be published. 


There are over 5000 entries, arranged 
in no particular order. The preface at- 
tempts to justify the lack of the stand- 
ard alphabetical arrangement, but the 
advantages claimed do not make up for 
the awkwardness in use. Information 
given in the sketches includes occupa- 
tion, place and date of birth, parents’ 
names, education, marriage and fami- 
ly, positions held, clubs and organiza- 
tions, recreation, interests, church and 
political affiliations, address. The pref- 
ace states that space in this book has 
“in no instance been purchased either 
with a monetary remuneration or any 
other consideration whatsoever.” 

Coverage is extremely uneven, as 
many editors and civic leaders in mid- 
west cities are omitted in favor of oth- 
ers of minor prominence. However, 
the book contains names of many per- 


sons who are not listed in Who’s Who 
in America. Although Who’s Who in the 
Central States is intended to be a rec- 
ord of living men and women, there 
are at least fifty entries for individuals 
for whom the death date is given at 
the end of the sketch, e.g., George Nor- 
ris, 1944, and George Rose, 1942. 

A name index is provided at the 
front of the book instead of in the back 
as would be expected. This index also 
includes names of those individuals who 
did not furnish data for a sketch. This 
seems to be a rather useless feature, 
although it would serve as a list of local 
citizens and as such might be useful for 
work in regionalism. 

The book is well bound with ade- 
quate margins, and the type is good. A 
two-column page has been used. 

While Who’s Who in the Central 
States supplies biographical data which 
may meet local and regional demand, its 
many omissions limit its usefulness. It 
is recommended only for large librar- 
ies needing all available local material. 


Prospective purchasers should be 
warned that the contents of Who’s Who 
in Illinois and Who’s Who in Ohio, also 
published by Larkin, Roosevelt and 
Larkin and copyrighted in 1947, are 
identical with that of Who’s Who in the 
Central States with the exception of 
the title page and a portion of the pref- 
ace. While the prefaces state that the 
scope is not limited to actual state 
boundaries, the title pages are mislead- 
ing. One gets the impression that the 
books are biographical dictionaries “of 
leading men and women of the com- 
monwealth,” whereas the body of each 
work is identical with that of the Cen- 
tral States volume. 


Words; The New Dictionary; new sim- 
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plified definitions, pronunciations at 

a glance, self-testing language build- 

er, handbook for secretaries, maps 

and essential tables . . . more than 

70,000 newly written entries, over 

1000 specially prepared illustrations; 

Charles P. Chadsey, editor-in-chief, 

William Morris, managing ed., Harold 

Wentworth, consulting ed. 22cm. New 

York, Grosset & Dunlap, c1947. xxxi, 

704p. illus. maps. cloth $2. 

This small dictionary is “designed 
for the man in the street—the business 
man, stenographer, student, veteran, 
housewife.” Dr. Harold Wentworth, 
author of the American Dialect Dic- 
tionary, which was reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for July 
1945, is consulting editor. Depart- 
mental editors and consultants are 
nearly all connected with colleges or 
universities. 

Each entry in the dictionary is in 
bold-faced type. Words are divided into 
syllables, and hyphenated words so in- 
dicated. The stressed syllable is printed 
in italics. Pronunciation is shown by 
phonetic respelling without diacritical 
marks. The system is similar to that 
used in language handbooks prepared 
for the American armed forces during 
the war. Principal parts of verbs, 
plurals of nouns, and comparisons of 
adjectives and adverbs are usually giv- 
en if irregular. The most generally ac- 
cepted definition of each word appears 
first, then meanings drawn from spe- 
cial fields and colloquial or slang 
meanings. There are no lists of syno- 
nyms or antonyms, nor are derivations 
indicated. 

Besides the dictionary proper there 
are the following special sections: How 
Words Can Help You, including a pro- 
nunciation test and several vocabulary 
tests; New Words; Handbook of For- 


eign Sentences and Phrases, giving 
about 100 phrases in English, French, 
Russian, Spanish, German and Japa- 
nese; world gazetteer with pronuncia- 
tion and population figures; ten dou- 
ble-page maps of North America; Bio- 
graphical Dictionary, including about 
1000 persons and giving pronunciation 
for difficult names, pseudonym, birth 
and death dates and an identifying 
phrase; Handbook for Secretaries, with 
rules for capitalization, punctuation, 
etc.; 1000 Common Abbreviations; U.S. 
Presidents, Vice-Presidents and Run- 
ners-Up 1789 to 1944. 

The publisher states that the new 
words section will be revised regularly 
to eliminate transients, and that words 
which promise to be lasting will be in- 
corporated in the body of the text. A 
check shows that of the thirty-two A’s 
all except seven, when used in the same 
sense, are already in the dictionary 
proper. This duplication seems unnec- 
essary and confusing to the user. A 
few new words which one looks for in 
vain are megatron, vivicillin, Nissen 
hut, Quonset. 

The definitions, which usually in- 
clude a descriptive phrase and one or 
two synonyms, are brief and concise. 
Occasional omissions can be noted such 
as in the case of alternate forms, e.g., 
clad for clothed. The system for pro- 
nunciation is, on the whole, a satisfac- 
tory scheme, although some uncertain- 
ty may exist in regard to the proper 
sound to give vowels. 

The black and white maps are clearly 
drawn and printed and show a surpris- 
ing number of towns. On the end pa- 
pers are two maps: Air Age Map of the 
World (polar projection) and Map of 
the World (Mercator projection). The 
many illustrations were prepared under 
the direction of Thomas Voter of the 
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American Museum of Natural History. 
: They are clear and attractive but one 
might wish the scale was consistently 
indicated for inanimate objects as well 
as for animals. 

The printing in a two-column page 
is exceptionally legible and pleasing. 
In place of a thumb index there is an 
index letter in large type on the right 
hand margin of each page. A thumb 
index at least for the different sections 


if not to divide the alphabet would have . 


been useful. The book is well bound 
and lies flat when open. 


Two small dictionaries that seem to 
resemble Words in purpose, size and 
price are Funk and Wagnalls’ New 
Comprehensive Standard Dictionary 
which was reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin for January 1938 
and October 1934, and Macmillan’s 
Modern Dictionary published in 1943. 
Both, however, are somewhat more ex- 
pensive. The New Comprehensive Dic- 
tionary has 50,000; Words, 70,000; and 
Macmillan, 140,000 words. From a com- 
parison of the F-Fa sections in the 
three dictionaries it appears that 
Words includes a number of recent 
scientific terms and slang phrases not 
in the other two dictionaries. A large 
proportion of the entries in Macmillan 
that are not in Words are foreign 
phrases, proper names and abbrevia- 
tions. The New Comprehensive Dic- 
tionary includes a few proper names 
and abbreviations not appearing in any 
section of Words. Both the New Com- 
prehensive and Macmillan dictionaries 
give derivations and, except for a sep- 
arate glossary of aeronautical terms in 
Macmillan, both have all entries in one 
alphabet. Macmillan has no illustra- 
tions. 

Words is recommended for junior and 
senior high school students and for 


adults who want a simple inexpensive 
dictionary for the essentials of spelling, 
syllabication, and clear definitions. Li- 
braries will probably wish to buy more 
comprehensive dictionaries for refer- 
ence purposes, but will find Words use- 
ful for circulation. 


The World of Learning; with an intro- 
duction by Dr. Gilbert\Murray. 25cm. 
London, Europa Publications, Ltd., 
1947. v, 250p. fabrikoid $12. 

The World of Learning is a directory 
of universities, learned societies, scien- 
tific and cultural institutions through- 
out the world. Europa Publications, 
Ltd., also issues International Who’s 
Who, Europa, and Orbis, reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1937, January 1932, and January 1939 
respectively. 

The arrangement of The World of 
Learning is alphabetical by country. 
Under each country learned societies 
are listed first, then other societies and 
institutions grouped according to sub- 
ject fields. Art galleries and museums 
appear next and finally universities and 
colleges. A table of contents precedes 
the sections on some countries giving 
names of universities included for that 
country and the pages upon which the 
lists of societies and institutions begin. 
There is no general index. 

Entries include the name and ad- 
dress of the organization, date of found- 
ing, officers, publications, and often a 
brief statement of its purpose. Mem- 
bership rolls are given for a few of the 
most eminent academies and societies. 
For universities and colleges a list of 
professors with their fields of study is 
usually added. The material is reason- 
ably up to date and includes postwar 
data whenever possible. Information in 
the German section, however, is given 
as of 1939. 
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A comparison with the current 
Europa volume 1 and Orbis reveals 
much duplication of material. Sweden 
and Eire, for example, were found to 
be the same in Europa and The World 
of Learning. In Orbis the China sec- 
tion is identical with that in The World 
of Learning. For the United States, 
however, a number of institutions re- 
ceive fuller treatment in the latter 
work. 

No indication is anywhere given of 
the basis for selection for The World 
of Learning and many colleges of good 
standing are omitted. No United States 
engineering societies as such are in- 
cluded and some other important na- 
tional associations are omitted, e.g., 
American Association of University 
Women. Some errors can be found, 
e.g., American Library Association is 
listed at 520 North Michigan, Chicago, 
and the name of Ralph A. Ulveling, 
1946 president, is incorrectly spelled. 
On the whole, however, the work is 
adequate and reliable and fairly com- 
prehensive. 

Paper and type are satisfactory, and 
the binding is substantial. 

Since Minerva is no longer published 
and World’s Universities and its com- 
panion volume World’s Libraries and 
Librarians have not been kept up to 
date, the need for a comprehensive 
guide to the academic world is great. 
While The World of Learning provides 
insufficient new data to be an essential 
purchase where Europa and Orbis are 
available, it is recommended for large 
public, university and society libraries 
which require such material in a sep- 
arate volume. 


World Scope Encyclopedia; published 
by Universal Educational Guild, Inc., 
17 Smith Street, Brooklyn, New 
York. 


A note in the January issue of the 
Bulletin reported that the World Scope 
Encyclopedia would be reviewed as 
soon as it became available, and as yet 
the Subscription Books Committee has 
been unable to obtain sets from the 
publishers. On October 10, 1946, the 
publishers advised the Committee that 
“this encyclopedia is being completely 
revised and reset and will be published 
in the spring of 1947.” Again on April 
28, 1947, a member of their staff wrote 
in part as follows: “The set on which 
delivery is now being promised is only 
a clearing out of the old edition, which 
will soon be completely exhausted and 
on which no further sales will be made. 
The new edition will not be available 
until a little later than we had planned. 
. .. It was decided to give the editorial 
department full leeway to add some 
contemporary material they considered 
desirable and to bring out the set in the 
late summer.” 

This statement seems puzzling in 
view of the fact that a set bearing a 
1947 imprint, purchased in May, has 
just been turned over to the American 
Library Association Headquarters. It 
was received too late to be routed to the 
Committee for review in this issue. A 
reference librarian who made a brief 
examination of the 1947 set offered her 
findings to the Committee. While she 
did not make the detailed analysis the 
Committee will later make, her findings 
illustrate the general quality of the 
work. The World Scope is based on 
The Progressive Reference Library, a 
ten-volume work which was copy- 
righted some years ago by the Holst 
Publishing Company. That set was re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
April 1932. Bernart F. Holst is desig- 
nated on the title page of the first vol- 
ume of the 1947 edition of the World 
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Scope as editor-in-chief, although the 
Committee has been informed that 
Mr. Holst died in 1939. Following a 
long list of contributors is a section 
headed Partial List of Editors and Con- 
tributors to the Present Edition. Here 
William Hendelson’s name is given as 
editor-in-chief. 

The examination of the 1947 set by 
the librarian mentioned above indicated 
that there is considerable recent ma- 
terial and that many subjects seem to 


be reasonably well covered, but that 


revision appears to be decidedly spotty. 
Census figures of 1940 have been in- 
serted in many geographical articles 
and death dates have been added in 
some biographical articles, although 
omitted in some where they would be 
expected, e.g., Frank Lowden, who died 
in 1943. Evidence of inaccuracies and 
out-of-date information was found; for 
example, Goucher College is referred 
to'in the article on Maryland as The 
Woman’s College of Baltimore, the 
name by which it was known prior to 
1910. Jacob Tome Institute, defunct 
a number of years and whose site has 
been used by the Navy for the Bain- 
bridge Naval Training Station, is listed 
among the existing schools in Mary- 
land. Unevenness of treatment was ap- 
parent in some of the material, e.g., in 
the article about Jack London some of 
his best known works including Call of 
the Wild are omitted. 

The set consists of ten books marked 
volumes 1 and 2, 3 and 4, etc., making 
a total of twenty volumes. The make- 
up of each volume is apparently de- 
termined on the basis of uniform thick- 


ness, inasmuch as most volumes begin 
in the middle of an article and some- 
times even in the middle of a sentence 
or a word. A title page separating the 
two volumes in a single binding is 
placed in the middle of the book, often 
in the middle of an article. 


The book labeled volumes 17 and 18 
includes in addition to maps a collection 
of nonencyclopedic material, namely, 
sections entitled First Aid in the Home, 
Leisure Time Activities, a group of 
nursery rhymes and fairy tales, and a 
pictorial section on World War II. There 
is no article in its alphabetical sequence 
on World War II. In the middle of an 
article on Charles Augustus Young in 
volume 17 is a section on flags and 
Medals and Service Ribbons of the U. S. 
Armed Forces, all in color. Volumes 
19-20 are a reprint of Webster’s New 
Illustrated Dictionary, copyrighted in 
1939 and 1943 by Books, Inc. 


Illustrations are black and white line 
drawings and photographs ranging from 
good to very poor. Some of the full- 
page photographs are new and up to 
date, but many of the line drawings 
appear to be very old. The appearance 
of the type and illustrations on almost 
any page chosen at random throughout 
the set shows evidence of patching and 
the use of old plates. Occasional care- 
lessness in typography and faulty al- 
phabetizing were also observed. 


Subscription Books Bulletin sub- 
scribers are advised to defer purchase 
of the World Scope Encyclopedia. until 
it is given a complete evaluation by 
the Committee. 
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